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Trader Gregory Rowe works on 
the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange on Monday as stock 
markets around the world took 
another pummeling. 


Dow plunges as stocks suffer 
their worst day since 2011 


BY MARLEY JAY 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average plunged more than 
1,100 points Monday as stocks 
took their worst loss in six and a 
half years. Two days of steep 


losses have erased the market’s 
gains from the start of this year 
and ended a period of record- 
setting calm for stocks. 

Banks fared the worst as bond 
yields and interest rates nose- 
dived. Health care, technology 
and industrial companies all 
took outsize losses and energy 
companies sank with oil prices. 


At its lowest ebb, the Dow 
was down 1,597 points from 
Friday’s close. That came dur- 
ing a 15-minute stretch where 
the 30-stock index lost 700 
points and then gained them 
back. 

Market pros have been predic- 
ting a pullback for some time, 
noting that declines of 10 per- 


cent or more are common dur- 
ing bull markets. There hasn’t 
been one in two years, and by 
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Economy still fundamentally strong despite 
falling stocks, 5A 
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MAX FAULKNER mfaulkner@star-telegram.com 


Community service can be an option for offenders with Class C warrants in Fort Worth who come forward to settle. 


Warrants, jail and job loss: 
Unpaid traffic tickets can 
suddenly unravel your life 


BY JEFF CAPLAN 
jeffcaplan@star-telegram.com 


LaKeisha Kelly avoided the 
dreaded knock at her front door 
for more than 13 years as unpaid 
traffic citations exceeded 
$3,200 and arrest warrants piled 
up. 

Then came the morning of 
Jan. 25, 2018, when the knock 
finally came and the click of 
handcuffs spun Kelly’s world 
into a chaos, the very scenario 
that has the Fort Worth 


Municipal Court revamping 
solutions for bringing non-crimi- 
nal offenders into financial 
compliance. 

At 10:11, Kelly’s cell phone log 
shows, a clerk at the Arlington 
Municipal Court answered her 
call. Still in her nightgown, Kel- 
ly, a 43-year-old certified nurs- 
ing assistant at Arlington Memo- 
rial Hospital, was feeling proud 
of herself. With a tax return 
promising a $4,000 refund, she 
was prepared to make good on 
her long-overdue debt and erad- 
icate the nine warrants she un- 


wisely put off — a common 
problem, Tarrant County court 
administrators say. 

Fort Worth and Arlington, for 
example, have a combined 
500,000 outstanding Class C 
warrants on the books totaling 
tens of millions of dollars in 
unpaid citations. The warrants 
represent many people who 
can’t afford the fine but other- 
wise have clean records. 

As the annual Great Texas 
Warrant Roundup begins this 
month throughout much of the 
state, when police and the 


courts partner to ratchet up 
pursuit of those with Class C 
warrants and haul them to jail, 
Fort Worth is offering a more 
merciful policy. 

February is “Warrant 
Forgiveness Month,” and it 
starts this week with the “Court 
in the Community” program 
designed to encourage offenders 
to come forward and work out 
payment plans without fear of 
being arrested. The result can be 
reduced or waived fees, commu- 
nity service and other solutions 
free of the humiliation of arrest, 
and free of the often devastating 
collateral damage that can ac- 
company going to jail. 

As Kelly was speaking to the 
court clerk, there was an un- 
expected knock on the door. 

“I opened the door,” Kelly 
said. “There were two police- 
men.” 

Arlington detectives. One 
said, “Are you LaKeisha Kelly? 
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Wedgwood Library to stay open under 
bond program; regional site planned 


BY SANDRA BAKER 
sabaker @star-telegram.com 


FORT WORTH 
Opened 56 years ago, Fort 
Worth’s Wedgwood Library on 
Trail Lake Drive just south of 
Interstate 20 is small and the 


city’s oldest library. During lean 
budget years, it was often a 
target for closure. 

That was the case in 2009, 
and again a year ago when city 
staff was putting together pro- 
ject lists for the 2018 bond 
program. Being proposed was a 
shiny regional library to replace 


Wedgwood. The problem was 
that the building was being 
suggested for the McCart Ave- 
nue/Altamesa Boulevard area, 
well out of walking distance for 
many Wedgwood residents. 
Plans have changed. After 
hearing input at community 
meetings on the proposed bond 


program, staff has decided to 
keep Wedgwood open. Instead, 
the $9.8 million bond proposi- 
tion for public library improve- 
ments will go to pay for a re- 
gional library, likely built in the 
vicinity of Tarleton State Uni- 
versity’s area campus in far 
southwest Fort Worth. 

“Wedgwood Library serves a 
significant purpose,” said 
Councilman Jungus Jordan, 
whose district includes 
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FWISD WORKING 
ON DEAL TO 
BUY LAND 


The Fort Worth school 
district’s negotiations for 
the purchase of land near 
a Jewish temple appear to 
be headed away from 
eminent domain. 3A 


LOCAL 


PUSH FOR 
VOTE ON 
PUBLIC TRANSIT 


Fort Worth Councilman 
Cary Moon will make his 
pitch on a tax referendum 
to the transportation 
authority board. 7A 


LOCAL 


DISTRICT CLERK 
RACE 


The GOP primary will pit 
longtime incumbent Tom 
Wilder against challenger 
Frank Palomino Jr. 3A 
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